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Farmed tube worms by the millions!

Who could imagine that wriggly polychoeie worms could creaie such inferasif A unique marine
weorm farm on the ceniral coast of NSV is expanding to fill the burgeoning world wide demand
from recreafional fishers, haichery operaiors and pellst feed manufacturers. As the first marine worm
farm in the southern hemisphere, its success is generaling o lof of inferast both here and overseas.

e innovative AquaBalt manne worm

farm was first featured (n the April-
May 2004 (Vol 18 Na 2) adition of
Austasia Aquaculture. Back then the
main market for the worms was as live
‘bait for recreational fshermen. Since
then B&zD has 1dentfied the sigmificant
nuintionzl benefits of manne woms
and this has led the development of
new and lucrative markets for thess
curions creatures, both here inAwstraha
and overseas.

The key to the new interest 1s 2 rpe of
polyunsaturated Extty add called
bromophenol (see box mesert pE) which
have been fomd to agmificantly improve
the nutritional qualicy and overall taste
of cultured seafood. Manne polychaets
worms have been fonmd to b= a high
quality source of these bromophenols.
With natural supplies of these worms
tecoming overished or destroyed by
habaeat degradation, the search 15 on for
more and more fammed worms.

According to Lachslay (Les) Safanle,

AruaBalt worms have been reported o
have hgh levels of bromophencls
(1.16mggm — Whitfield et al 1999). “In
addition, due to benefictal HUFAs and
PUFAs, manne worms fomm an (nteresting
appetiser in lrval weanmg and
broodstock propagation diets,” he says.

emlgrated from Czechoslovakia (n 1982
and seftled 1o Sydney. A committed
recreational fisherman, he often
bemoared the fact he couldn't get
decent worms from the

Tomy Charles, hatchery managet at
Madray-based Australian Prawn Famms
awears by them. “We have been
feeding frozen AquaBait worms to
our broodstock for more than three
years. Along with squid and mussels
we feed the worms as a certain
percentage of the prawn diet. The
AquaBait product is both dean and
nutntious. They ane a fantastic and
arreplaceable part of the special
talanced et for our prawns.”

Family operahon

The amaning part of this story (=
that this waorld's best technology
has been developed not by a big
teamn of scientists but by a Sydney-
taszed famaly. Les and his Emily



