
 

  

       AVAILABLE POSITION 

  26
th

 of Aug 2011  Ref nr U 2011/468 

 

 

 

University of Gothenburg, Faculty of Science announces: 

 

Ph.D. position in Natural Science specialising Biology, 
at the Department of Zoology, Systematics and Biodiversity 

 

 

Research area:  

Species delimitation of common terrestrial clitellates  

 

The Ph.D. student will work in a project with the overall aim to achieve a better understan-

ding of species boundaries, and their practical implications, in a number of annelid worms 

common in soil ecosystems and thus widely used in experimental studies and environmental 

assessment. 

 

We are looking for a biologist with the following basic qualifications interested in doing a 

Ph.D. in Zoology: Systematics and Biodiversity: 

 

1. Applicants should have an academic degree at advanced level, 

2. Should have fulfilled course requirements up to at least 240 credits, including at least 60  

    credits at advanced level, or 

3. Should in other ways have gained corresponding knowledge in or outside Sweden. 

 

The Ph.D.position starts in October 2011 (or after mutual agreement) and is equivalent to 

four years full time studies. In the case of full time studies, ”utbildningsbidrag” is provided 

during the first year, and ”doktorandtjänst” during the last three years. Normally 20% 

teaching is included in the position, which prolongs the PhD-period to approximately five 

years.  

 

You will work in the clitellate molecular systematics group led by Prof. Christer Erséus, on 

projects dealing with species delimitation of a number of various annelid taxa (largely within 

families Lumbricidae and Enchytraeidae; both Clitellata) commonly used as test and model 

organisms in soil and other environmental research. The research will focus on the issue of 

cryptic species, i.e., their recognition as such, using genetic and morphological information, 

as well as their practical implications in ecology and experimental biology. Some projects 

will include international collaboration with research groups in Europe and North America. 

You will do field collections in Sweden and abroad; prepare specimens and tissue samples 

and examine these in a light microscope; work in a molecular lab with DNA extraction, 

PCR, cloning, etc.; and assemble and analyse DNA sequences, using a wide range of 

computer software. 

 

 

 



 

Specific qualifications: Applicants should have good knowledge and skills in invertebrate 

zoology, biological field work, the theory of molecular systematics, molecular lab work, and 

computer software relevant to DNA analysis. Skills in bioinformatics, population genetics 

and karyology are also valuable. Due to the international collaboration in the project, the 

ability to speak and write fluently in English is very important. A high social competence 

and ability to interact with others is also very valuable.  

 

Further information is provided by the main supervisor, Professor Christer Erséus, tel +46 

(0)31-786 3645, fax +46 (0)31-41 67 29, email: christer.erseus@zool.gu.se 

 

Our home page: http://www.zoologi.gu.se/english/research/systematics_biodiversity/ 

 

Application: 

The application shall include the following.  

- Cover letter  

- CV 

- Copy of exam certificate 

- Name of two referees (name, telephone, and relationship to the applicant) 

- Other relevant documents the applicant wants to take benefit from, e.g. letters of  

recommendation, list of university courses and grades credits from pre-university studies. 

 

* 

 

Applications should be addressed to: 

Interested candidates should send their application to anstallning@gu.se. In one pdf-files. 

Please state reference number in the subject field.  

 

Applications can also be sent to: Registrar, University of Gothenburg, Box 100, SE-405 30 

Gothenburg, Sweden. 

 

Mark the application with reference number: U 2011/468 

 

The application must be received no later than 16th of September 2011 

 

 

* 

 

Trade union representatives:  

SACO Martin Björkman, 031-786 3608 

SEKO Lennart Olsson, 031- 786 1173 

OFR-S Stefan Schedin, 031-786 1167 

 

 

DEAN 
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